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THE OFFICIAL COUNT.

The Western Liberal unwittingly
blames the county commissioners for
counting illegal ballots cast in the lower
tula precinct. It says:

lhere was a number of illegal votes
cast at, cue lower liila precinct.
Thev were written dm vllnw nnmr
The law provides that at a general elec
tion an minors must be on white pajier,
three by eight inches in size. Tub
Eaoi.e reports that the commissioners
overruled all objections to ballots and
counted these. The law did not seem to
to iiave much influence with the com
niissioners.

What Tun Eaui.k did Fay was this:
There was little interest tnt-e- n in ti.

proceedings of the board except as to the...... ..U f ,1 í' firnuii, ui mu eieccion ior county commis-
sioner from the third district, for which
ofhee the vote was very close. In the
precincts outside of Black Hawk the vote
between (Mark flllll ICilKT U'dU a tin mwl,m.,.,f2 IV nv Mini
the election oflic.ers at Jilack Hawk did
not take the precaution to copy the vote
so that it was a matter of some doubt as
to the result until the Black Hawk bal-
lot box was opened and the poll Irooks
were taken out. Clark liad six majority
and these six votes decided the matter
in his favor. Both parties wore repre-
sented 1)V nthirneva linfurn !.. lw,..-- .!j ....... ... ri.vlV llll,
and a few technical points were brought
up an oi wnicn were overruleil by the
Iward. Mr. Clark was given the certifi-
cate.

The technical points prought up were
that some of the poll books were outside
the ballot boxes and thai; on some of the
certificates on the backs of the poll
books the name of Mr. King appeared
"I. King" instead of Israel King. The
objections to canvassing the returns of
the precincts where there appeared
to have buen irregularities were
only as to the vote for commis-
sioner for the third district. No other
objections were made by any one.

The commissioners simply canvassed
the returnes as certified on the hacks of

the poll books and did not count the bal-

lots at all. As no one said anything
about illegal ballots being cast in the
lower Gila precinct, the board took no
action in regard to the alleged illegal
voting. If the matter liad been brought
up it could not. have been settled by the
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board but would have to be settled in
court. As none of the candidates would
have been either injured or benefitted
by throwing out this precinct, the mat
ter is hkely to rest where it is.

STATEHOOD.
There is no doubt but that the greater

portion of the progressive class of the
population of this territory is in favor of
statehood, but how to get it now is a
question which may not be so easily
solved.

During the campaign The Eaoi.e urged
the necessity of showing to the senate of
the United States that New Mexico
would be a democratic state and that
two democrats would he sent to the sen-

ate. The territory went republican, the
legislature is republican and there is
every indication that, should the terri
tory be admitted, two republicans would
be sent to the senate. While most of
the residents of this territory would
rather have New Mexico admitted as a
republican state and send two renubli- -

cans to the senate than to have it re-

main a territory, the question is not one
to be settled by the voters of the terri
tory. It is for the senate of the United
States to say whether New Mexico shall
lie admitted and this is what a Washing
ton dispatch of last week says about the
matter:

There is but little nmhnl nil fir Mtnf tint
senate during the coming short session

iu iaKe lavoraoie action upon the billsadmitting New Mexico nml Ariii.n tr.
statehood. It would clo?elv
political suicide. Ilnt.Ii
Htrmurlir lnnii)lwtn i.f ......lb'j vJ..tmwui t tnu ifucuL elec-
tions,

,

thus virtually insuring the selec-
tion of four senators of that faith. Dem-
ocratic politicians here have already
considered this matter and have reached
the conclusion that by allowing these
bills to die they could not again be en-
acted by the fifty-fourt- h congress in time
to organize state governments and re-
turn senators lefore the general elec-
tions of 18. This Wfilll.I iriirn tl.
ocrats another chance to save them
selves by hard work, or Ik; benefited bv
a slump their way.

THE' DEFEAT OF BUND.
The New York Commercial Advertiser,

one of the leading republican news
papers of New York city, and which
voices the sentiment of republicans in
the east, says of the defeat of Bland for
congress :

The importance to the coimtrv of lm
defeat of the great free silver advocate is
not fully understood and appreciated by
the general public.

Mr. Bland has been the life, nower.
energy and brains of the free silver
movement. He has aggressively and
persistently forced it to the front i n sea
son and out of season, in congress and
through the press, upon the platform
and in the magazines, here a little and
there a little, now attacking and now
repelling attacks, ever upon the alert to
8ecurea hearing for his great remedy
ior an the financia i s which now nml
then overtake us. As a ineinler of con-- 1

gress for twenty years and chairman of
the committee on coinage, he lócame a
conspicuous and influential figure in
American politics and legislation. His
sincerity and devotion to his idol easily
secured for hiin in all these years the
leadership of the free silver party. It
was his intense earnestness and persist-
ency which made him a dangerous advo-
cate of the free coinage heresy.

No man has been quoted upon the
stock exchanges of Europe to the disad-
vantage of American finance and securi-
ties so frequently and effectively as the
Hon. Richard 1'. Bland. No man has
done so much tonnjure American credit.
No member of congress has been as in-

fluential in delaying a final and satisfac-
tory solution of the silver and currency
problems. No member of congress since
the beginning of the civil war has cost
his countrymen so dearly. He lias been
schoolmaster to the grangers, socialists
and populists, a blind leader of the
blind. His defeat at this time retires
for life, we trust, the most untiring and
resourceful opponent in public life in
America of an honest standard of ex-

change or measure of values, the most
aggressive opponent of an expansive
national bank currency redeemable in
gold coin on demand.

lo the party he has so ably led, his
lefeat is an irretrievable loss; to his

country and its financial and commer-
cial honor it is an inestimable blessing.

Thkkk is yet time for this congress to
redeem itself. During the three months
that the democrats will remain in the
majority in both branches of congress,
much beneficial legislation may be
passed. Among other things this demo-

cratic congress, in order to lie true to the
Chicago platform, must pass a free coin-

age bill. It might be vetoed by the
president but it would put the demo-
cratic party on record as in favor of free
and unlimited coinage of silver once
more. One of the fundamental princi-
ples of democracy is the use of both gold
and silver as money, but a mugwump
president, through the liberal k'stowal
of patronage, persuaded the cuckoos in
congress to do nothing favorable to sil-

ver. Now that the cuckoos have lost
their occupation it is possible that they
may do something for silver. That
nothing can be expected in this line of
the republicans isa well established fact.
The leading republican papers of the
country are boasting that the silver heresy
has at last been downed. The only
chance for Bilver for at least three years
to come is in the passage of a free coin-
age bill by this congress.

Fhom present indications there will lie
a powerful lobby at work at Santa IV
during the session of the legislature.
There are a good many axes to grind,
and it is doubtful whether the public
grindstone is big enough to grind all of
them.

administration has issued
a call for bids for $r0,000,000 in 5 per
cent, bonds. This is another of Mr.
Cleveland's object lessons in finance.


